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RP 8B 9372 12/22/2022 8 Add 2 Table 1 Operating Days Table 1 mentions "Operating days" as the decider for 
inspection of the equipment. The definition of operating 
day is “One operating day equals 24 accumulated 
operating hours from spud to rig release”.

So, now if my API Spec 8B equipment has operated only for 
few hours in a day, then I will only count those hours and 
not one full day as operating day to decide for the 
inspections? Yes or no?

Question 1: Do the accumulated 24 hours in 
“one operating day” have to be operating hours 
in the same day?
Question 2: Can the 24 operating hours be 
accumulated from operating hours on various 
days?

Answer 1: No
Answer 2: Yes

RP 8B 8291 1/30/2021 8 9.3 Our client issued a letter on 26th of January 2021 to all 
drilling contractor in Saudi Arabia to provide Certificate of 
Compliance (COC) upon the completion of CAT IV 
inspection for equipment manufactured under API 8C. 
Refer to section 9.3 in API RP8B, the COC is not part of 
activity records. 

Question 1: Is it mandatory as per API to issue Certificate of 
compliance (COC) after CAT IV inspection completion?
Question 2: Certificate of Compliance means the equipment 
is in accordance with the original product definition while 
during CAT IV the equipment is disassembled, replaced the 
necessary parts, NDE inspected, repaired and assembled. 
Does COC applicable for those CAT IV activities?  
Question 3: Who has the authority to issue Certificate of 
Compliance (COC) after CAT IV inspection completion?

Question 1: Does API RP 8B require COC to be 
issued after CAT IV inspection completion?
Question 2: Is COC applicable for those CAT IV 
activities?
Question 3: Who has the authority to issue 
Certificate of Compliance (COC) after CAT IV 
inspection completion?

Answer 1: No
Answer 2: Not applicable - COC not required as per API RP 
8B
Answer 3: Not applicable - COC not required as per API RP 
8B

RP 8B na 2019 8 5.3.2.5 OEM Paragraph 5.3.2.5 states: “5.3.2.5 Category IV This is 
Category III inspection plus further inspection for which 
the equipment is disassembled to the extent necessary to 
conduct NDT of all primary-load-carrying components as 
defined by manufacturer. Equipment shall be: — 
disassembled in a suitably-equipped facility to the extent 
necessary to permit full inspection of all primary-load-
carrying components and other components that are 
critical to the equipment; — inspected for excessive wear, 
cracks, flaws, and deformations. Corrections shall be made 
in accordance with the manufacturer's recommendations. 
Prior to Category III and Category IV inspections, all foreign 
material such as dirt, paint, grease, oil, scale, etc. shall be 
removed from the concerned parts by a suitable method 
(e.g. paint-stripping, steamcleaning, grit-blasting)."

Does compliance with API 8B Category IV inspection require 
that the Original Equipment Manufacturer (OEM) must be 
present and approve the inspection?

Question 1: Does compliance with API 8B 
Category IV inspection require that the Original 
Equipment Manufacturer (OEM) must be 
present and approve the inspection?

Answer: No.

RP 8B na 2019 8 4.1.2.1 OEM Paragraph 4.1.2.1 states: “4.1.2.1 User/owner and 
Manufacturer Joint Procedure Development The 
user/owner and manufacturer should jointly develop and 
update inspection, maintenance, repair, and 
remanufacture procedures consistent with equipment 
application, loading, work environment, usage, and 
operational conditions. These factors may change as a 
result of new technology, product improvements, or 
fundamental changes in service conditions."

Does compliance with API 8B require that the Original 
Equipment Manufacturer (OEM) must approve the owners 
procedures for inspection, maintenance, repair, and 
remanufacture procedures?

Question: Does compliance with API 8B require 
that the Original Equipment Manufacturer (OEM) 
must approve the owners procedures for 
inspection, maintenance, repair, and 
remanufacture procedures?

Answer: No

RP 8B na 12/20/2018 8 prior to addendums Table 1 Operating Days Table 1 - are these intervals in calendar days/months/years, 
or are they drilling days/years (one drilling day being 
defined as 24 hours of drilling operations?

Question: Table 1 - are these intervals in 
calendar days/months/years, or are they drilling 
days/years (one drilling day being defined as 24 
hours of drilling operations?

Answer: The interpretation is that Category I and II 
inspections be based on calendar time, not running time. 
Category III and IV inspections be based on accumulated 
rig operating time but the customer must keep track of the 
operating time or all reverts back to calendar time.
As far as how the days/years are defined, requires more 
discussion in the TG.
The need for this clarification is noted and will be 
addressed in future updates of API RP 8B.


