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Meeting Minutes 

For the meeting of 

 

API SUBCOMMITTEE  

ON DRILLING STRUCTURES & EQUIPMENT 

(ECSOEM/SC8) 

 
24 June 2009 10:00 AM to 11:30 AM 

 
2009 Exploration & Production Standards Conference  

On Oilfield Equipment and Materials,  
86th conference,  

At The Westin Westminster, Westminster, Colorado 
 

AMERICAN PETROLEUM INSTITUTE 
Standards Department 

1220 L St., NW 
Washington, DC 20005 
Phone: (202) 682-8000 

Fax: (202) 962-4797 

 
 

Chairman: Robert Urbanowski 
 

 

Agenda Item Numbering Scheme:  YNXX    Where Y is a single digit for year of introduction. 

 Y1XX - TG1 (Drilling Structures) Agenda Items 
  Y2XX - TG2 (Drilling Equipment) Agenda Items 
 Y3XX - TG3 (Hoisting Equipment) Agenda Items 
 Y4XX - TG4 (Wire Rope & Roller Chain) Agenda Items 
 Y5XX – TG5 (Hammer Union) Agenda Items 

 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 

The chairman called the meeting to order.   
The chairman discussed safety and evacuation issues, and asked members and visitors to 
sign the attendance list.  A contact information list for members of SC8 was also 
circulated for corrections and additions. 

 

2. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES  
 
Motion by Shawn Firenza to dispense with the reading of the 2008 SC8 meeting minutes 
and to accept the minutes as published in the Report of the June 2008 Conference. 
Second by Ken Kondo. 
Motion Carried. 
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3. PRESENTATIONS & RECOGNITION 
 

The chairman and group recognized the following SC08 members who were receiving 
awards at this conference: 
 
SC08 Subcommittee Resolution of Appreciation award:  Ward Turner 

 

Out-Going Chair – Half Gavel award:  Mark Sibille 

 

Citation for Service:  Bob Donnally 

 

Citation for Service:  Robert Urbanowski  
 
25 Years Service Recognition:  Mark Sibille 

 

4. ISO ACTIVITIES 
 
Alf Aker is moving the 13534 (API 8B + 7L) and 13535 (API 8C) projects along.  Currently, Alf 
is implementing comments form 13534 DIS circulation to prepare for FDIS. 
 
There is no PL for 13626 (API 4F), nor for 14693 (API 7K) at present.  However, Roland 
Goodman is assembling an updated document that incorporates the published ISO14693/API7K 
with all subsequently balloted changes.  This document could be used by the future PL as an ISO 
WD (working draft).  SC8 continues to appeal to ISO TC67/SC4/WG1 and TC67/SC4 leadership 
to address the need for PLs to liaise with SC8 on these two documents.  Volunteers or 
recommendations would be appreciated. 

 
5. TASK GROUP REPORTS & DISCUSSIONS 

 
A. TG1 Task Group on Drilling and Well Servicing Structures – Mark Trevithick 

 
See TG1 minutes 

 
Item 6102:  Phasing in of new AISC 

 
API 4F references AISC 1989 (9th edition WSD) that is still available, but no longer 
published.  Question has been whether to change AISC document used in 4F to 
AISC 2005 (13th edition).  The earliest change to an updated AISC document will be 
after the 2010 release (which AISC is working on).  Anthony Mannering, Rick 
Soucheck and Mark Trevithick will meet with the SC2 group, who is working on the 
same issues. 
 
Item 8101:  API RP 4G 4

th
 Edition 

 
API RP 4G current edition expires in June 2010.  Chris Ponzi is working on revised 
content for RP 4G.  This workgroup had a meeting on 22-June-2009 before the TG1 
meeting to review these items. 
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Item 8102:  Identification of “Processes Requiring Validation” 

 
On 30-Jan-2009, the SC8 Chair and some SC8 TG Chairs met with an SC18 
representative in Houston, Texas to discuss adding “processes requiring validation” 
in a separate section in each specification.  Wording was reviewed and is being 
developed.  Mark Trevithick thinks a consensus and ballot item can be developed. 
 
Item 8103:  Ice Loading 

 
Proposed wording for Ice Loading was approved for ballot. 
 

NOTE:  BALLOT ITEM 

 
Ward Turner and Norm Dyer will review DNV requirements to ice loading.  Other 
sources for ice loading guidance will be reviewed. 
 
Item 8104:  Addendum to API 4F 3

rd
 edition 

 
These are a list of editorial changes to 4F, which should not require a ballot item.  
Mark Trevithick is going to put these together and send to API for publication. 
 
Masts for Well Servicing Rigs 

 
There was a motion in the 2008 SC8 TG1 meeting to look at mast for well servicing 
rigs.  These Rigs that handle only single string operation.  A workgroup concluded 
that a “service rig” couldn’t practically be limited to solely single string operations.  
Don Burlet, Sonny Moore and Mark Trevithick worked on a revised Table 7.2 for 
well servicing masts.  These changes were approved to go to ballot in the TG1 
meeting. 
 

NOTE:  BALLOT ITEM 

 
Item 8105:  Revised API 4F for addition of crown mounted compensators 

 
This is an ongoing item, where 8C covers drill-string motion compensators.  This 
raises the question on which parts of crown motion compensators belong in 4F and 
which parts belong in 8C.  Reuel Lataquin and Chris Ponzi will act as liaisons with 
8C on this ongoing item. 
 
New Item:  Clarification on use of third party welders 

 
SC18 auditor asked for a clarification on whether third party welders and welding 
consumables should be accepted as adequate.  Mark Trevithick will send a response 
back requesting Q1 group deal with the issue. 
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New Item:  Alternate Welding Codes 

 
An API auditor questioned whether alternative welding procedures to AWS D1.1 
should be acceptable under 4F.  API 4F currently allows other welding codes to be 
used (see Section 10 of 4F).  Design is done using AWS D1.1, but other welding 
codes may be used.  If other welding codes were used, then these would have to be 
mapped back to AWS D1.1 to show they meet or exceed AWS D1.1.  Mark 
Trevithick will draft a response back to API. 
 
New Item:  API Purchasing Guidelines 

 
This will be set up as a new work item and will be an ongoing work item. 
 
Scope of Covered Equipment (Spec wording match API composite catalog 

website wording) 

 
During the ECS winter meeting, it was requested SC8 review the list of equipment 
on the API composite list website and resolve difference from the scope of covered 
equipment in each specification as applicable.  Robert Urbanowski had produced a 
table comparing both.   This table was reviewed and it was determined API should 
modify the 4F items to match exactly the scope of covered equipment in 4F.  Mark 
Trevithick will send a communication to Roland Goodman requesting same. 

 

 
B. TG2 Task Group on Drilling Equipment – Shawn Firenza 

 
See TG2 minutes 
 
Item 7009 (SC5):  Work Group on Slips 

 
This workgroup met on 22-June-2009 (before the TG2 meeting).  A draft 
specification document was last modified in April 2008.  Jeff Shepard, who was 
leading the work group, had retired from Transocean.  It was unknown whether Jeff, 
who was unable to attend this conference, would be able to continue as workgroup 
leader.  It was determined that Kurt Vandervort would become WG chair and Mark 
Pierce would become WG sub-chair.  It was noted Mohr Engineering had completed 
their report “Estimation of Friction Constant of Drill Pipe” dated 21-Oct-2008.  This 
is an ongoing item. 
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Item 2201:  Non-metallic tongs 

 
This workgroup met on 22-June-2009 (before the TG2 meeting).  It was determined 
to send the latest draft to ballot.  It was noted the Annex portion would require a 
reference to that Annex in the main body of the document. 
 

NOTE:  BALLOT ITEM 

 
Item 2202:  Report on ISO Activities 

 
There is no ISO PL for ISO14693 (API 7K).  Roland Goodman is preparing an up-to-date 
version of API 7K/ISO14693, which contains all balloted items subsequent to the 
ISO14693, 1st Ed.  This document will be an API only document, since it will be out of sync 
with the ISO version of the document. 

 
Item 5202:  Merging API 7L with API 8B/ISO13534  

 
Alf Henry Aker was unable to make the conference.  Alf previously reported that the 
comments on the ISO DIS document are being incorporated into an FDIS document.  
Shawn Firenza will request a copy of the FDIS document when it is available. 
 
Item 7203:  Rotary Table Load Testing 

 
API ballot ID 1738 (closing date 12-June-2009) had three (3) negative ballots with 
substantive comments.  It was determined to submit a new ballot item eliminating 
both design verification testing and proof load testing requirements for rotary tables. 
 

NOTE:  BALLOT ITEM 

 
Item 8201:  Identification of “Processes Requiring Validation” 

 
The TG1 group will take the lead on development of this item.  Shawn Firenza will 
contact Dr. Tibor Nagy to see if he will put together a draft for the hoses covered in 
7K. 
 
Item 8202:  NDE references (8C) 

 
This item was balloted and passed ballot.  Shawn Firenza will advise API of this 
resolution and verify wording prior to publication. 
 
Item 8001:  SR1 – Expressed exemption of SR1 marking requirement for 

equipment which 8.6.1 requires proof load testing (i.e. SR1 is redundant) 

 
API ballot ID 1566 (closing date 15-Dec-2008) passed.  This item will be dropped 
from the agenda.   
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Item 8002:  Exempt from proof load testing, replacement hinge and latch pins 

made from wrought material 

 
API ballot ID 1567 (closing date 15-Dec-2008) had two (2) negative ballots with 
substantive comments.  Wording was drafted to resolve these ballot comments.  
Shawn Firenza will send this resolution to API and the ballot will be considered 
passed. 
 
Item 8203:  Purchaser Guidelines 

 
Norm Meyer will chair a small workgroup on this item, with assistance from Mike 
Kubinski.  This is an ongoing item. 
 
Item 9201:  Scope of Covered Equipment 

 
During the ECS winter meeting, it was requested SC8 review the list of equipment 
on the API composite list website and resolve difference from the scope of covered 
equipment in each specification as applicable.  Robert Urbanowski had produced a 
table comparing both.   This table was reviewed and it was determined API should 
modify the 7K items to match exactly the scope of covered equipment in 7K.  Shawn 
Firenza will send a communication to Roland Goodman requesting same. 
 
Item 9202:  BOP Handling Systems:  Design Verification Testing, Proof Load 

Testing and Design Factors 

 
Mark Trevithick requested a review of the 7K specification requirements for BOP 
handling systems.  It was discussed requirements were onerous and design factors 
very conservative.  It was accepted as a new work item with Shawn Firenza acting as 
temporary workgroup lead. 
 
Item 9203:  Impact Testing Requirements for Spiders 

 
Eric Simon pointed out that section 9.5.4 specifies cold temperature impact 
requirements for spider bodies only.  Wording was developed replacing “spider 
bodies” with “primary load carrying components of spiders.  This wording will be 
sent to ballot. 
 

NOTE:  BALLOT ITEM 

 
A question about whether heat relieving as part of welding would be a separate 
“process requiring validation”.  It was agreed this would be part of the welding 
process. 
 
Motion by Mark Trevithick to accept the TG2 meeting minutes and 
recommendations of TG2. 
Second by Bob de Pont 
Motion carried. 
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C. TG3 Task Group on Hoisting Equipment – Ken Kondo 

 
Item 1301:  ISO Activities 

 
Alf Aker did not attend conference.  Comments DIS circulation currently being 
implemented for both ISO13534 & ISO13535.  Comments should be implemented 
and FDIS ready for circulation over the summer.  Ken Kondo will request a copy of 
the FDIS documents when available. 

 
Item 2301:  Guide Dollies 

 
Letter ballot was not processed from 2008 conference.  Letter ballot will be initiated 
using the ISO FDIS wording.   
 

NOTE:  BALLOT ITEM 

 
Guide dollies work group will continue to work on resolving the original comments 
from Ballot ID 1249.  Larry Wells with NOV will lead the new work group.  
Dewayne Vogt and Norm Dyer will participate in the work group. 
 
Item 3303:  Hoisting Contact Radii 

 
This workgroup met on 22-June-2009 (before the TG3 meeting).  Bob de Pont and 
Work Group’s proposal is to extend the 1000-ton contact radii to 1250 ton.  
(Reference Table 6) 
 

NOTE:  BALLOT ITEM 

 
The Work Group will develop radii for > 1250 ton under Item 7302. 
 
Item 5302:  Incorporate scope 7L into 8B.  Being worked on thru ISO 113534 

 
This is an ongoing process and will remain on the agenda. 
 
Item 5304:  Rotary Swivel Connection Demarcation 

 
API ballot ID 1726 (closing date 08-June-2009) passed with no negative ballots.  
This item will be dropped from the agenda.   
 
Item 5305:  Rotary Shouldered Connections 

 
API ballot ID 1727 (closing date 08-June-2009) passed with no negative ballots.  
This item will be dropped from the agenda.   
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Item 6301:  Design verification testing  

 
API ballot ID 1573 (closing date 15-Dec-2008) had substantive comments.  Revised 
wording was developed and will be sent out for ballot. 
 

NOTE:  BALLOT ITEM 

 
Item 7301:  Top drive alignment work (Bill Braman, Chair) 

 
Bill Bramen was not at the conference, but had submitted revised wording on top 
drive alignment.  Frequency of inspection is still unresolved from last year. 
Motions passed to:  Accept the proposed wording as an informative annex to RP 8B.  
Ken Kondo to determine the appropriate section in RP 8B in which to refer to the 
annex as informative using the word “should”.  Include in the above ballot item, 
addition of RP 4G in the bibliography of RP 8B. 
 

NOTE:  BALLOT ITEM 

 
Item 7302:  Addition of 1250-ton load ratings 

 
Bob de Pont discussed equipment above 1250 ton.  Tools are too highly rated to 
build test fixture for them.  Bob de Pont to write proposed wording based on the 
work group suggestions.  This is an ongoing agenda item. 
 
Item 7303:  NWI for nylon sheaves for sandlines 

 
It was motioned and passed to drop this work item.  This item will be removed from 
the agenda. 
 
Item 7304:  Dropped Objects 

 
API ballot ID 1729 (closing date 08-June-2009) passed with no negative ballots and 
comments have been resolved.  This item will be dropped from the agenda.   

 

Item 8301:  Square Shoulder Elevator Bores (Spec 8C, RP8B) 

 
API ballot ID 1572 (closing date 15-Dec-2008) for the 8C portion of this work item 
passed with no negative ballots.  There were comments on an unaffected section of 
8C that pointed out errors in the tolerance section of table 8 which are editorial and 
will be fixed by API. 
 
API ballot ID 1730 (closing date 08-June-2009) for the 8B portion of this work item 
passed with no negative ballots and comments have been resolved.   
 
This item will be dropped from the agenda.   
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Item 8001:  SR1 marking requirements 

 
API ballot ID 1569 (closing date 15-Dec-2008) passed with no negative ballots and 
no comments.   
 
This item will be dropped from the agenda.   
 
Item 8002:  Exemption of wrought elevator hinge and latch pins from proof 

testing 

 
API ballot ID 1570 (closing date 15-Dec-2008) had two (2) negative ballots and 
substantive comments.  At the meeting, revised wording was developed to resolve 
the ballot comments and consider the ballot as passed. 
 
This item will be dropped from the agenda.   
 
Item 8202 – NDE Inspections 

 
API ballot ID 1571 (closing date 15-Dec-2008) passed with no negative ballots and 
a comment has been resolved. 
  
This item will be dropped from the agenda.   
 
Item 9301:  Processes Requiring Validation 

 
Minutes from Process Requiring Validation meeting on 30-Jan-2009 in Houston 
Texas were handed out.  TG3 will wait and see the results of TG1 effort with API 4F 
before taking action on this item.  This is an ongoing agenda item. 
 
Item 9302:  Synchronization of Covered Equipment in On-Line Catalogue and 

Equipment in Specifications 8A and 8C 

 
It was decided Ken Kondo will instruct API staff to correct the website to agree with 
the equipment names used in the scope of API Spec 8C. 
 
Once this has occurred and website has been fixed, this item is expected to be 
dropped from the agenda. 
 
Other Business: 

 
It was discussed whether there is a conflict between API Spec 7 and API Spec 8C 
with regards to tool joint connections used on top drives.  Specific issues are torque 
requirements and safety factors.  Eric Deutsch to develop a new work item for 
consideration. 
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Motion by Tom Becker to accept the TG3 meeting minutes and recommendations of 
TG3. 
Second by Dennis Fetter 
Motion carried. 
 

D. TG4 Task Group on Wire Rope & Roller Chain – Dennis Fetter 

 
See TG4 minutes  
 
Item 8401:  API ballot 1685 to reaffirm API Spec 7F (2003) 

 
API ballot ID 1685 (closing date 13-April-2009) passed with no negative ballots, but 
had comments that need to be resolved.  It was decided a ballot would be sent out 
incorporating these changes as the next edition of 7F. 
 

NOTE:  BALLOT ITEM 

 
Item 7401:  API Spec-9A-2003 5-year review 

 
A modified API 9A version of ISO 10425 will be balloted that incorporates (a) 
Processes requiring validation section and (b) wording clarifying the scope of 
covered equipment.   
 

NOTE:  BALLOT ITEM 

 
 
Dennis Fetter will work through the US Tag of TC 105 to have these modifications 
implemented into the ISO document. 
 
ISO DIS 4309 Cranes -- Wire ropes -- Code of practice for care and 

maintenance, inspection and discard 

 
No further update on the status of this. 
 
Item 9401:  ISO Proposal to Develop New ISO Chain Document 

 
John Wright reported that a NWI is being considered in ISO TC100 (roller chain) to 
apply to roller chain in petroleum industry applications.  After considerable 
discussion, Roland Goodman agreed to check on the current status of this NWI and 
also work to get this changed to a TC67 NWI.  It was discussed having two (2) chain 
documents that are substantially different might not be desirable.  
 
Item 9402:  Metric Units in Section A2.4 and Figure A-13 

 
It was decided that Dennis Fetter would request the chain manufacturers create the 
metric equivalents to the Imperial units shown in API 7F section A2.4 and Figure A-
13.  This is an ongoing agenda item. 
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Item 9403:  Roller Chain used in Injection Heads for Coiled Tubing 

 
A question was raised whether API 4F should add multi-strand chain that is use in 
injection heads for coiled tubing units.  This chain is being used in a loading 
condition that is not what this chain is normally designed for and some portions of 
the multi-strand chain is replaced with equipment others manufacturer.  A need for a 
standard incorporating roller chain in injection heads is needed.  Robert Urbanowski 
will present at the ECS meeting to determine the committee where this standard 
needs to be developed. 
 
Motion by Ken Kondo to accept the TG4 meeting minutes and recommendations of 
TG4. 
Second by Shawn Firenza 
Motion carried. 
 

E. TG5 Task Group on Hammer Unions –Cindy Taff 
 

TG5 did not meet at this conference.  Cindy Taff was unable to attend the 
conference, so Robert Urbanowski presented an update on the TG5 activities. 
 
API Ballot 1536:  API RP 7HU1  

 
API ballot ID 1536 (closing date 7-Nov-2008) passed with one (1) negative ballot 
that has been resolved.  API published RP 7HU1 “Safe Use of 2-inch Hammer 

Unions for Oilfield Applications”, first edition, May 2009. 
 
This work item is completed and will be dropped from the agenda. 
 
Item 9501:  Hammer Union Specification 

 
On 18-June-2009, the first workgroup meeting toward developing a manufacturing 
specification for new hammer unions was held in Houston, Texas.  Main scope of 
this meeting was to determine what items might be included in a specification, what 
documents might be used for reference or content, and who would work on this 
draft.  It was determined the workgroup would be mostly manufacturers with a few 
users represented.   
 
This is an ongoing item. 
 
Motion by Ken Kondo to accept the TG5 meeting minutes and recommendations of 
TG5. 
Second by Dennis Fetter 
Motion carried. 
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6. STANDARDS APPROACHING END OF 5YR REVIEW CYCLE 

 
API Spec 4G (April 2010) 
API Spec 7F (January 2008) 
API RP 8B (April 2010) 
API Spec 8C (April 2010) 
API Spec 9A (Feb 2009) 
API RP 9B (June 2010) 

 
 

7.  DOCUMENTS NOW IN PRINT 
 
API RP 7HU1 (expected) 

 
 

8. NEW WORK ITEMS (NWI) PROPOSAL REVIEW & APPROVAL 
 

As discussed in the above TG reports. 

 
API Strategy for ISO Documents 

 

Roland Goodman discussed there were changes in API’s International Strategy toward 
ISO documents.  It is up to the specification groups to decide if there is benefit in 
developing ISO documents.  If there is not, it is possible to have API only documents.  
The next edition of Spec 7K that is being worked on is an example.  The next edition of 
7K will be an API only document.  
 
If an ISO document is to be developed, then changes to maintain that document should be 
worked thru the ISO processes – rather than API.  This will keep an ISO document that is 
back adopted as an API document in synchronization with each other. 
 
It was noted that API plans to relinquish their roll as chair of TC67. 
 
Action Item:  Roland Goodman will send ISO process charts to the SC8 Chair. 
 
API Subcommittee Websites 

 

Roland Goodman discussed that API will transition to a “Sharepoint” for SC and TG 
websites.  This shift will offer a means to upload documents.  This system will have the 
option to require a login at the TG level.  Carriann Kuryla will be sending details on 
website access. 
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9. RESEARCH FUNDING – Report by Roland Goodman (API Staff)  
 
A) Rotary Slips: 
 

There is a balance of $16,000.00 for this item.  It was noted Mohr Engineering had 
completed their report “Estimation of Friction Constant of Drill Pipe” dated 21-Oct-
2008.   
 
Action Item:  Shawn Firenza will check with Mohr Engineering to see what has been 
spent to date and if all costs have been invoiced. 
 

B) Friction Tester for Slips Lubricant: 
 
There is a balance of $12,600.00 from a 2005 contract. 
 

C) Tie downs: 
 

There is a balance of $12,500.00.  Mark Trevithick noted this work has been 
completed, except for work on a summary report. 

 
 

Funds expended to date: 
Remaining Funds: 

 

 

10.   OTHER NEW BUSINESS 
 
 

11. ADJOURNMENT   
 


