
Lubricants Group Meeting Minutes 

April 10, 2013 

 

 
1. Introductions 
Attachment-1-Record-Meeting-Attendance-04-10-13 
Attachment-2-04-10-13-LG-Std-Agenda-Rev4  

 
Sign-in and Introductions 
Meeting attendees were asked to introduce themselves and sign the Record of Meeting Attendance. 
(See Attachment 1) 
  
Anti-Trust Message 
 
Agenda Review 
The Meeting agenda was reviewed and accepted without change.  (Attachment 2) 

2. Engine Oil Identifiers (Markers) 
Attachment-3-Oil-Identifiers-Revised-2 
 
The LG reviewed a presentation on “Use of Oil Identifiers (Markers) which are capable of providing unique 
identification of a particular oil formulation” (Attachment 3) 
 
ACC had sent the request to for API to consider adopting a process for adding Markers to engine oil as a 
method to uniquely ID the oil formulation. The LG discussed the idea and considered the wording which was 
offered for Section 4.8 and 4.9. During the meeting the LG edited the proposed wording and agreed on the 
following wording. 
 

4.8 Addition of oil identifiers markers such as dyes, fragrances, isotopic markers or any 
other chemical identifier, especially if the marker(s) were not part of the engine oil’s 
formulation during its validation through sequence tests or fleet tests.  Any negative 
effects on performance induced by the addition of one or more markers are the explicit 
responsibility of the marketer. 
 
4.9 The marketer of licensed product is responsible for ensuring the oil meets the 
licensing requirements. In addition to the support data available in the ACC Candidate 
Data Package, the oil marketer shall have sufficient data to insure that the inclusion of any 
nonperformance related materials into the oil formulation such as for product 
identification maintains the performance of the oil to be licensed consistent with the 
licensable quality level being sought.  

 
API LG members are to review this wording and act to recommend a ballot at the next LG Meeting on May 8. 
 

ACTION: API to send proposed wording as a pre-read for the LG Meeting scheduled for 
May 8, 2013. 

 

3. Universal Oil 
Attachment-4-LG-Universal-Oil-Position 
 
Changes to Section 7.3.3 
 
API will ballot adding the sentence “Some automobile manufacturers are concerned 
that engine oils with greater than 800ppm phosphorus can adversely affect catalytic converters in 
gasoline fueled engines.” to API 1509, Paragraph 7.3.3 
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ACTION: API to send ballot to add the sentence “Some automobile manufacturers are 
concerned that engine oils with greater than 800ppm phosphorus can adversely affect catalytic 
converters in gasoline fueled engines.” to API 1509, Paragraph 7.3.3 

 
LG Universal Oil Position 
The LG reviewed their agreed position on Phosphorus Levels in Universal Oils. (Attachment 4) The 
LG position has three points. 
 

1. At PC-11, will have to meet the Phosphorus requirement of any S category claimed. We will 
not include a waiver. 

2. New S~ oil associated with a “C” category must meet the Phosphorus level of S~* 

3. Difficult to change existing oils, because it makes the category more restrictive and it 
mandates a re-qualification of products. 

 
Jerry Wang of Oronite raised the concern that a Phosphorus Limit might create a Chemical Box for 
the PC-11. After a discussion it was agreed that Jerry Wang will attend the next PC-11 NCDT 
meeting and present the issue. The goal is to get their guidance and agreement on the LG’s 
position. Additionally it was desired that the PC-11 NCDT confirm their position on having an 800 
PPM Phosphorus limit for Universal oils.   

4. GF-6A and GF-6B Identification Marks 
 
The last proposal was to use the current Trade Marks for GF-6A oils and develop a new Trademark 
for GF-6B oils. API noted that some Oil Marketers have expressed their view that a new Mark was 
not needed. There should be an effort to determine if the API Donut is sufficient to distinguish 
between GF-6A and GF-6B. API LG discussed this idea. 
 
During the discussion a second idea was proposed: Modify the API Starburst and add a box for the 
SAE Viscosity Grade. This idea gained support and API was asked to develop a draft of the 
Modified Starburst. 
 

ACTION: API to send a message to Creative Services to develop a draft of the modified 
API Starburst. 

 
There was a goal of having a draft of a Modified Starburst available for the AOAP Meeting on April 
11.  

5. API 1509 Updates for New SAE Viscosity Grade 
Attachment-5-API-1509-Update-New-Vis-Grade 
 
The LG reviewed draft revision to modify API 1509 to include the new SAE 16 viscosity grade. 
(Attachment 5) The revision would clarify which Viscosity Grades could be licensed as part of the 
API EOLCS. 
 
A revised API 1509 Table 4 gave summarized the SAE Viscosity Grades eligible for use the API 
Marks. 
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SAE 0W-16 for API SN 
The discussion reviewed if SAE 16 would apply to API SN engine oils. The LG agreed to allow 
APIxW-16 to be certified to use the API Donut provided complete test data existed. The LG agreed 
to prohibit SAE xW-16 viscosity oils from qualifying for Resource Conserving. The SAE xW-16 oils 
would be allowed to use the API Donut but not the Resource Conserving designation.  
 
SAE 0W-16 for API SM, SL and SJ 
The LG discussed allowing SAE 16 viscosity oils for older S Categories. It was determined that the 
Tests used to define API SM, API SL and API SJ engine oils were not developed to include SAE 
xW-16 viscosity oils. The LG agreed to prohibit SAE xW-16 viscosity oils from qualifying to use API 
Certification Marks.  
 
SAE 0W-16 and VGRA 
After discussion it was decided to update Table F-1, Technical Principles for New Viscosity Grades 
and Read Across with the statement “Does Not Apply to Oils with HTHS150 < 2.6 mPa•s”. The 
change to Table F-1 was recommended by the BOI/VGRA Task Force.  
 
API agreed to update the modifications to API 1509 to account to the new SAE 16 viscosity grade. 
 

ACTION: API to update API 1509 Modifications to allow for SAE 16 viscosity 
grade. 

  

6. Auto-Oil Process for API 1509 Annex C  
Attachment-6-Annex-C-1509-17th-Revised-03-26-13-Revised 
 
The LG briefly reviewed last update of Annex C, Developing New Engine Oil Performance 
Standards for API Certification Mark. The draft was update for some obvious changes. The edited 
draft was to be sent to the LG for review at the next meeting.  
  

ACTION: API to update Annex C and distribute as a pre-read for the next LG 
Meeting. 

  

7. API 1525   
Attachment-7-API 1525 Review Process 
 
The direction given to taskforce to revise API 1525 was discussed and modified. It was advised that 
there will be a small task force of 2-3 people who will draft update to API 1525. The API 1525 Task 

Table 4—SAE Viscosity Grades Eligible for Use with API Marks 

Low-Temperature 
Viscosity Grade 

 High-Temperature Viscosity Grade 

— 16 20 30 40 50 60 

 — Y Y Y Y Y Y 
0W XY Y XY XY XY XY XY 
5W XY Y XY XY XY XY XY 
10W XY Y XY XY XY XY XY 
15W Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 
20W Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 
25W Y NA NA Y Y Y Y 

Note: X = eligible for the API Certification Mark, provided the oil meets all license requirements outlined in this publication for the API 
Certification Mark; Y = eligible for the API Service Symbol, provided the oil meets all license requirements outlined in this publication for the API 
Service Symbol; NA = not applicable 
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Force will be schedule a meeting in the coming months. 
 

ACTION: API to schedule API 1525 Task Force Meeting. 
 

8. Next Steps 
The LG reviewed and confirmed the following Meeting Dates: 
 

o May 8, 2013 
 Standards 12-3 PM 
 Business 3-5 PM 

o June 12, 2013 – Afternoon 2-5PM 

 
Meeting Adjourned 

 


