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The API Lubricants Committee met by conference call for a Standards session to 
continue developing a revised definition for Base Stock Slates.  Participants are 
listed on Attachment 1. 
 
Several Suggested Wording and Statements of principle were received up to the 
start of the conference call. The documents received are listed in below: 
 
Attachment 2 API Base Stock Slate Wording from Conf. 

Call of 18-June-2009 

Attachment 3 Thom Smith - Valvoline Alternate Definition Wording 

Attachment 4 Matthew Ansari - Chevron Background 

Attachment 5 Matthew Ansari – Chevron Alternate Definition Wording 1 

Attachment 6 Matthew Ansari - Chevron Alternate Definition Wording 2 

Attachment 7 Steve Tarbox – ConocoPhillips Issues in Chevron 1 Proposal  

Attachment 8  Tom Olszewski - ExxonMobil Required Principles to Change Base 
Stock Slate Definition 

 
 
STATUS AFTER JUNE 18, 2009 CALL 
Dennis Bachelder presented the changes to the base stock slate definition 
reached during the June 18 call, including editorial changes (see Attachment 2). 
 
SUGGESTIONS FROM MEMBERS SINCE LAST CALL 
Additional wording suggestions were received prior to the call (see Attachment 3 
– Valvoline and Attachments 4, 5, & 6 - Chevron).  Additional comments on 
Chevron 1 proposal were provided by ConocoPhillips (see Attachment 7). 
 
Before starting the discussion of specific wording proposals ExxonMobil asked to 
discuss the principle that Sound science should guide our actions when changing 
the Base Stock Slate definition (see Attachment 8).  The ExxonMobil position 
indicated that: 
 

 sound science should guide the Lubricants Committee actions 

 data should support all decisions 

 the Committee should strive for clarity in rules/documentation 

 avoid grey areas and vagueness 

 
Further, it should be clear that tests should be run with the most severe/limiting 
base stocks to ensure product quality. A recommendation was also made for a 
Task Force to study and recommend firm/clear definitions of how to handle 
straddling base oils. Lubricants Committee members would be encouraged to 



supply examples of straddling base oils and engine performance data technically 
supporting any definition that emerged.   
 
Shell expressed their support for the ExxonMobil position. 
 

An extended discussion of the proposal ensued. During the discussion there was 
a general sense that the ExxonMobil proposal had merit. There was also concern 
expressed that the Work Group activity could extend the time to reach agreement 
on a new revised Base Stock Slate definition. Joan Evans reminded Lubricants 
Committee that failing to revise the Base Stock Slate definition would mean that 
individual companies would continue to make their own decisions as to how to 
interpret the definition during the duration of GF-5.  She further indicated that the 
companies that have “made conservative interpretations” in the past should think 
about moving to a “more liberal interpretation” so that “their programs are not 
disadvantaged”. The question was; Is the Lubricants Committee willing to accept 
this? 
 
The discussion then turned to developing wording for the Base Stock Slate 
definition which could be balloted. There was discussion of the definition wording 
proposed in Attachments 2-6. No agreement could be reached on the wording.  
 
A suggestion was made to keep the original Base Stock Slate definition and 
simply add the sentence “The base stock manufacturer determines which base 
stocks are in the base stock slate”.  This was a minimal change which might get 
support from all the Lubricants Committee members.  
 
The following motion was made and seconded: 
 
Motion: The lubricants Committee will issue a letter ballot to add at the end 
of the base stock slate definition in API 1509, Appendix E, Paragraph 
E.1.2.2 the new sentence “The base stock manufacturer determines which 
base stocks are in the base stock slate”. 
 
This motion passed with 10 YES, 2 NO and 0 ABSTAIN as follows: 
 

YES NO ABSTAIN 

Barbara Dennis - BP  Tom Olszewski -ExxonMobil   

Gail Evans – Lubrizol Scott Lindholm - Shell     

Luc Girard –Petro-Canada   

Joan Evans - Infineum   

Kirk McNaughton – Safety-Kleen   

Mike Brown - SK   

Beth Schwab - Afton   

Steve Herzog - Evonik-RohMax    

Thom Smith – Valvoline   

John Rosenbaum - Chevron   

   
 



API agreed to issue the letter ballot with a 15 day turn-around time. 
 
ACTION: API will issue a letter ballot, with a 15 day turn-around time, 
seeking Lubricants Committee member approval to add the sentence “The 
base stock manufacturer determines which base stocks are in the base 
stock slate” to the end of the base stock slate definition in Appendix E, 
Paragraph E.1.2.2. 
 
 
EXAMPLE 16 
Some Lubricants Committee members inquired about the status of Example 16 
in Appendix E.  Dennis Bachelder responded that API is committed to reviewing 
Example 16 if any change is approved for the base stock definition. 
 
 
NEXT STEPS 
A Lubricants Committee meeting was scheduled for September 9 or 10 to 
continue discussion of the base stock slate issue.  API will propose an 
appropriate location.  
 
ACTION: API will arrange a September 9 or 10 Lubricants Committee 
meeting to continue work on a revised base stock slate definition. 
 


