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1. OPENING AND INTRODUCTIONS 
Jim Newsom called the Lubricants Committee Standards meeting to order and invited 
attendees to introduce themselves. Attendees were also asked to sign the attendance 
roster (see Attachment 1). 
 
Committee members made and seconded a motion to approve the minutes from the 
November 5, 2007, Lubricants Committee Standards meeting. The committee approved 
the minutes without emendation. 
 
Mr. Newsom made several announcements related to committee leadership: he has 
completed his term as Chair; Vice Chair Barbara Dennis now succeeds him as Chair; 
and Tom Olszewski has been nominated to succeed Ms. Dennis as Vice Chair. 
 
The introductions closed with a briefing from Mike See on API standards policy. 
 
2. REVIEW OF ACTION ITEMS FROM NOVEMBER STANDARDS MEETING 
Kevin Ferrick reviewed the status of the action items from the November Standards 
meeting. Specific information related to the action items is included [in bold]. 
 
 Dennis Bachelder will forward the revised definition for “re-refined oil” to WSPA for 

its consideration. [complete] 
 API will increase the amount of bulk samples collected to 50% of the total number of 

oils sampled. [in process] 
 API will convene a task force to review issues related to bulk oil sampling. This task 

force is charged with the following: determining the amount of oil sold in bulk; 
reviewing the supply chain currently in place to deliver bulk; and learning the pitfalls 
of sampling bulk products from those familiar with the effort (API sampling 
contractors and others). [in process—discussed below] 

 
3. OBSOLESCENCE OF CF AND CG-4 
Steve Kennedy presented the Diesel Engine Oil Advisory Panel’s (DEOAP) 
recommendations on API CF and CG-4. His presentation is included as Attachment 2. 
 
Mr. Kennedy summarized the status of API CF and CG-4 and their associated tests, 
and the committee also raised questions about API CF-2. Comments and decisions are 
sorted by category below: 



 API CF: Committee members discussed CF but were unable to reach a decision on 
whether to issue a ballot on making the category obsolete. Meeting participants 
suggested that the DEOAP consider alternatives to CF obsolescence. For example, 
API might amend the requirements for CF to limit the category to single-grade oils. 
They might also survey EOLCS licensees to determine their viewpoints on CF 
obsolescence. 

 
Steve Kennedy agreed to revisit issues surrounding CF obsolescence with the 
DEOAP. 

 
ACTION: Steve Kennedy will revisit the issue of CF obsolescence with the 
DEOAP. 
 
 API CF-2: Members of the committee questioned whether API CF-2 could continue 

to remain a licensable API category. The one 6V92TA test in place at this time is out 
of calibration, and no other labs are offering the test. Mr. Kennedy noted that there 
are ample test parts and engines available within the testing industry to assemble 
and calibrate a new test stand, but interest in doing so is low. 

 
Committee members asked Mr. Kennedy to send a letter to the chair of the 6V92TA 
Surveillance Panel requesting a status report on the test. 
 

ACTION: Steve Kennedy will send a letter to the 6V92TA Surveillance Panel 
asking for a status report on the test. 

 
 API CG-4: Meeting participants discussed API CG-4, focusing on Mr. Kennedy’s 

main point in his presentation that CG-4 relied on the ring and liner wear test 
included in the soon-to-be obsolete API CF-4 category. Discussion closed with the 
following motion: The API Lubricants Committee will issue a letter ballot to 
discontinue licensing of API CG-4. If the ballot is approved, CG-4 would be declared 
obsolete 1 year from the closing date of the ballot. The motion to issue the ballot 
was seconded and unanimously approved by the committee. 

 
ACTION: Kevin Ferrick will issue a letter ballot to discontinue licensing of API 
CG-4. If approved, CG-4 would be declared obsolete 1 year from the ballot closing 
date. 
 
4. JOINT WSPA AND DTSC SYMPOSIUM ON POLLUTION PREVENTION FOR 

MOTOR VEHICLE LUBRICATING OIL 
Kevin Ferrick reported that the Western States Petroleum Association (WSPA) is 
staging with the California Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) a 
symposium on pollution prevention for motor vehicle lubricating oil. The agenda for the 
symposium is included as Attachment 4. Committee members expressed a desire to 
receive copies of the materials presented at the symposium when they become 
available. Mr. Ferrick agreed that Dennis Bachelder will supply the materials if they are 



available. Additionally, Mr. Ferrick will ask Mr. Bachelder to brief the committee on the 
event during an upcoming Lubricants Committee meeting. 
 
ACTIONS: 
 Dennis Bachelder will provide copies of the presentations from the 

WSPA/DTSC Symposium if they become available. 
 Dennis Bachelder will brief the committee on the symposium during an 

upcoming Lubricants Committee meeting. 
 
5. EOLCS UPDATE 
Kevin Ferrick and David Smith updated the committee on EOLCS and its Aftermarket 
Audit Program (AMAP). Their presentation is included as Attachment 5. 
 
Members offered comments and suggestions during the presentation: 
 A breakdown of licensees in Asia by country and number of licensees with an API 

Certification Mark license in Asia by country would be helpful. 
 The committee should consider making obsolete the provision that permits API SH 

to be licensed if preceded by API CJ-4, CI-4, CH-4, and/or CG-4. 
 The bulk sampling form should be amended to record if a sample is taken from a 

drum or a tank. 
 Non-compliance percentages from the last three years should be included in the 

AMAP report. The data should be sorted by packaged and bulk products. 
 A histogram showing where nonconforming results fall in comparison to pass/fail 

limits might be beneficial. 
 
ACTION: Kevin Ferrick will attempt to incorporate the suggestions above into the 
next AMAP report. 
 
6. BOI/VGRA UPDATE 
Charles Baker briefed the committee on the latest efforts of the BOI/VGRA Task Force. 
His comments are summarized below: 
 The task force is recasting the base oil interchange tables in Appendix E to provide 

the guidelines test by test rather than by service category. 
 The letter to the VID Matrix Design Task Force originally drafted by task force 

leadership did not go to the VID task force. The BOI/VGRA Task Force will address 
the VID task force request at the BOI/VGRA meeting on June 17 in Vancouver. 

 The BOI/VGRA Task Force needs to understand the timeline proposed for the VID 
matrix. The preference would be to include BOI/VGRA input in a revised VID 
timeline. Some believe providing input in July or August would be sufficient. API will 
ask the VID Matrix Design Task Force to add BOI/VGRA to the matrix design 
timeline. 

 
ACTION: API will ask the VID Matrix Design Task Force to add BOI/VGRA to the 
matrix design timeline. 
 
7. ILSAC GF-5 



Kevin Ferrick reviewed the action items from the April 18 ILSAC/Oil meeting (listed 
below). Discussions related to each follow the action item. 
 Hannah Murray will draft a letter to the ASTM Sequence IIIG Surveillance Panel 

asking them to develop an improved method for measuring phosphorus using ICP. 
The draft will be reviewed by the ILSAC/Oil Committee before being sent to the 
panel. 
 
No draft has been brought forward for consideration. 
 

 Data should be brought forward to demonstrate that changing the emulsion retention 
test parameter to “no ‘water’ separation” will not adversely impact pumping. 

 
Committee members await a response from Chrysler. 

 
 Oil-side members of the ILSAC/Oil Committee will review ILSAC’s response to Oil-

side’s changes to the draft GF-5 specification and provide a response by the next 
ILSAC/Oil meeting. 

 
This action item will be considered in the Lubricants Committee business meeting. 

 
 Oil-side members will consider a 0.6 sulfur maximum for 10W-30 oils. 
 

A motion to accept a 0.6 sulfur maximum for 10W-30 oils was made, seconded, and 
approved by the Lubricants Committee. 

 
 Bob Olree will incorporate the draft seals letter into a letter from the ILSAC/Oil 

Committee and forward it to Section 7 Chair Ted Selby and Becky Grinfield. 
 

Bob Olree sent the letter to the Section 7 Chair. A copy is included as Attachment 6. 
Additionally, oil marketer members of the Lubricants Committee suggested that 
Robert Stockwell be asked to serve as the oil-marketer representative to the seals 
group. Clarence McCollum confirmed that Mr. Stockwell has agreed to work with the 
group. 

 
 Oil-side members will consider ways to empower representatives to take advantage 

of opportunities that arise during ILSAC/Oil meetings. 
 

The Lubricants Committee agreed that ILSAC/Oil oil-side representatives should be 
empowered to make tentative agreements on behalf of the Lubricants Committee 
contingent on final approval by the committee. Discussion of potential issues in 
advance of ILSAC/Oil meetings would better equip the oil-side reps for making 
tentative agreements. 

 
 If available, Oil-side members or other interested parties should provide data 

showing the change in oil consumption in vehicles since 1990. 
 



Lubricants Committee members were not familiar with the origin of Ms. Murray’s 
request and believed it might not be a Lubricants Committee issue. Kevin Ferrick 
agreed to ask Ms. Murray for more information. 
 
ACTION: Kevin Ferrick will ask Hannah Murray for more detail on her request 
for oil-consumption data. 
 

ACC ESCIT recommendation: Joan Evans reported that ACC has endorsed the 
Sequence IIIG end of test recommendation and the phosphorus retention calculation 
method proposed by the Emission System Compatibility Investigation Team (ESCIT) 
chaired by Hannah Murray. ACC’s recommendation prompted a request from some 
members of the Lubricants Committee for more information on the impact of the 
process recommended by ESCIT. Kevin Ferrick suggested that an ESCIT team 
member might be willing to brief the committee on the recommendation. Tom Olszewski 
suggested that Doug Deckman could provide a briefing. [Mr. Olszewski has confirmed 
that Mr. Deckman will be able to brief the committee.] 
 
ACTION: Doug Deckman will brief the Lubricants Committee on the process 
proposed by ESCIT during a to-be-scheduled conference call. 
 
8. NEXT MEETING 
The Fall Lubricants Committee Standards meeting is tentatively planned for November 
10 and 11 in Houston. 
 


