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1. Call to Order 
Jim Newsom opened the call but asked Barbara Dennis to lead the discussion. Call 
participants included Joan Evans (Infineum); Rick Tittle (BP); Lew Williams, Chris 
Castanian and Gail Evans (Lubrizol); Dan Dotson and Thom Smith (Valvoline); 
Clarence McCollum (ConocoPhillips); Tom Olszewski and Steve Kennedy 
(ExxonMobil); Bob Sutherland (Shell); Luc Girard (PetroCanada); West Alexander and 
Matthew Ansari (Chevron); Jerry Wang (Oronite); Kevin Ferrick, Dennis Bachelder, 
Dave Smith, and Michael See (API); Kirk McNaughton (Safety-Kleen); Bernie Kinker 
(Evonik-Rohmax); Harji Gill (Pinnacle); Dan Pridemore (Afton); and Greg Shank (Volvo 
Powertrain) for discussion on diesel category issue only. 
 
2. EMA Request to Discontinue Licensing of CF and CG-4 
Steve Kennedy and Greg Shank briefed the committee on recent discussions within the 
API/EMA Diesel Engine Oil Advisory Panel (DEOAP) regarding the discontinuance of 
licensing against the API CF and CG-4 specifications (see Attachment 1). The status of 
older diesel engine oil specifications is a regular topic of discussion at DEOAP 
meetings. 
 
Mr. Kennedy explained the conditions under which engine oil specifications might be 
considered for obsolescence, and Mr. Shank followed with a summary of EMA’s 
recommendation to cease licensing against the CF and CG-4 specifications. He made 
clear that EMA members will no longer recommend CF. Mr. Kennedy concluded by 
requesting that the Lubricants Committee consider EMA’s request and provide a 
response after the committee’s Spring Standards meeting (scheduled for May 28 in 
Houston). 
 
ACTION: The API Lubricants Committee will consider EMA’s request for API to 
cease licensing oils against the API CF and CG-4 specification. 
 
Following the presentation, committee members asked Mr. Shank if JAMA might object 
to the cessation of CF licensing. Mr. Shank responded that EMA would ask JAMA to 
comment on the EMA recommendation. Lubricants Committee members also asked if 
API intended to query its licensees about the need for CF and CG-4. Kevin Ferrick 
agreed to inform API licensees of EMA’s recommendation. 
 
ACTIONS: 

 EMA will determine if JAMA has any objections to the cessation of licensing 
against the API CF and CG-4 specifications. 



 API will inform its licensees of EMA’s recommendation to discontinue 
licensing of CF and CG-4. 

 
3. Summarized ILSAC Responses to Oil-Side Letter 
Kevin Ferrick shared with the committee a summary of the ILSAC-member responses to 
questions posed by the Oil-Side members of ILSAC/Oil (sample letter to ILSAC included 
as Attachment 2). Mr. Ferrick noted that five ILSAC members responded out of a total of 
twelve letters sent. 
 
Committee members discussed the responses (see Attachment 3), offering comments 
and suggestions for consideration: 

 Some believed a more direct question such as “Would the use of an oil meeting GF-
5 violate your warranty?” be asked. Mike See responded that such a question could 
be asked, but it is not much different than those already posed to the members of 
ILSAC. 

 Others asked if the committee or representatives from the committee could speak 
directly with GM about its GEOS A specification. Kevin Ferrick responded that such 
a meeting might be arranged. 

 Committee members questioned how GM could certify its engines with the EPA if it 
uses GEOS A oils. Kevin Ferrick agreed to explore how oils fit into the EPA 
emissions certification process. 

 
ACTION: Kevin Ferrick will determine how engine oils fit within the EPA 
emissions certification process. 
 
The committee then discussed next steps related to the draft GF-5 specification. Kevin 
Ferrick noted that ILSAC owed Oil-Side a response to the changes proposed at the 
January 23 ILSAC/Oil meeting. Additionally, Lubricants Committee members hoped to 
have more information on why ILSAC changed the preamble in the draft specification. 
The Oil-Side proposed changes and the modifications to the preamble are highlighted in 
the attached draft GF-5 specification (see Attachment 4). 
 
At the close of the discussion, some committee members suggested that the Lubricants 
Committee be polled to determine where members stand on the draft GF-5 
specification. No poll was taken, but one may occur after further discussion and 
consideration by the committee. 
 
The committee then focused on preparations for the April 18 ILSAC/Oil meeting. Kevin 
Ferrick agreed to work with the Oil-Side reps to draft a plan for the April 18 meeting. 
The Lubricants Committee would consider the plan in a conference call at 2 p.m. 
eastern on April 11. 
 
4. Next Meetings 
The Lubricants Committee will meet by conference call at 2 p.m. eastern on April 11 
and will hold its Spring Standards and Business Meetings on May 28 in Houston. 
 


