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Background 

• Historically OEMs have issued FF and SF 

PCMO specifications in conjunction with the 

ILSAC GF-X specification 

– OEM specifications have been built upon the ILSAC 

GF-X specifications most often using the same tests 

but at higher performance limits. 

– Gives OEMs flexibility to specify targets above the 

minimum performance standard 

• Include parameters important to their specific engine designs 

• Allows for tighter limits on some parameters in tests in areas 

they believe are critical 



Current Status 

• GM has issued two global specs: Global Engine Oil 
Specs A and B (GEOS A&B) 
– GEOS A: for gasoline PCMO 

– GEOS B: for gasoline and diesel PCMO 

• It has been indicated in the bid information that GEOS A 
introduction timing is July 2010 (coincident with current 
GF-5 spec timing) and applicable to NA FF and SF 
PCMO applications. 

• The requirements of GEOS A are NOT built upon GF-5 
and therefore are not consistent with past practices: the 
specification is a blend of NA and European gasoline 
requirements, making it far more robust than the draft 
ILSAC GF-5 standard. 



For ACC/API Consideration 

• ACC PAP (senior leadership) reached consensus to not 
commit further resources for GF-5 until there is a better 
understanding of the intentions of the ILSAC member 
companies with respect to their OEM specifications and 
GF-5.  This concern is prompted by Cummins’ prior 
actions on CJ-4. 

 

• What is impact of GEOS A on GF-5? 

– Will GM recommend GEOS A oils instead of GF-5 
oils? 

– Will GEOS A impact the industry need for ILSAC GF-
5? 



Proposed Path Forward 

• Establish Oil-side consensus 

• API staff to send list of questions to ILSAC 

members to obtain information on 

individual OEM specs. 

• Establish a forum for continuing 

discussions 
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• Will {insert individual OEM} recommend GF-5 as 
their primary gasoline engine oil 
recommendation when GF-5 becomes 
licensable?  

• Will {insert individual OEM} release any gasoline 
engine oil specification that would be an 
alternative to GF-5? 
– When will copies of the proposed specs be available 

for review?  

– What is the anticipated date for finalizing these new 
specs?  

– What is the anticipated date for first use of the 
products covered by the new specs?  

 



• What is the anticipated use for these new oils; 
factory fill and/or service fill?  

• What language will be used in the owner’s 
manual?  

• Can you describe the approval process which 
will be used for these oils? Will BOI/VGRA be 
allowed?  

• Is the release of {insert individual OEM} gasoline 
engine oil specs a response to known field 
issues? If there are known field issues how can 
ILSAC and Oil work together to address these 
field issues?   
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