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1. OPENING AND INTRODUCTIONS 
Jim Newsom called the Lubricants Committee Standards meeting to order and invited 
attendees to introduce themselves. Attendees were also asked to sign the attendance 
roster (see Attachment 1). 
 
Committee members then made and seconded a motion to approve the minutes from 
the June 5, 2007, Lubricants Committee Standards meeting. The committee approved 
the minutes without emendation. 
 
2. REVIEW OF ACTION ITEMS FROM JUNE STANDARDS MEETING 
Kevin Ferrick reviewed the status of the action items from the June Standards meeting. 
Specific information related to the action items is included [in bold]. 
• API will convene a task force to investigate establishing a licensing program for 

emergent countries. [Remains open] 
• Kevin Ferrick will schedule an IAG conference call. [Remains open] 
• Jim Newsom will draft for Lubricants Committee review a response to 

ConocoPhillips and ILSAC explaining the Lubricants Committee’s decision regarding 
testing of universal oils.  [to be issued with revised Appendix G tables] 

 
3. EARTH 911 
Jonathan Smith and Derrick Mains from Earth 911 briefed the Lubricants Committee on 
Earth 911’s plan to form a Used Motor Oil Coalition (UMOC). This coalition would work 
with Earth 911 to develop a campaign to educate consumers about the importance of 
recycling used engine oil. The Earth 911 presentation is included as Attachment 2. 
 
The Used Motor Oil Coalition and the used oil recycling campaign would attempt to 
meet several goals: 

 Measure and identify targets/strategies. 

 Engage and educate. 

 Deliver local solutions and create an online community. 

 Measure successes and build a connection with and loyalty within the community. 
 
Mr. Mains noted that he hoped to launch the campaign in some fashion by April 2008 
(on or near Earth Day 2008). Following the presentation, committee members raised a 
number of questions: 

 What would companies gain from participating? 



 Who owns Earth 911? Mr. Mains responded that Earth 911 is owned by Global 
Alerts, a cause marketing company that operates websites such as Amber Alert, 
Beaches 911, and Pets 911. 

 Some API Lubricants Committee members had supported Earth 911 in the past. 
What has changed that would encourage companies to rejoin the coalition? 

 
Mr. Mains responded that Earth 911 has prepared a Used Motor Oil Coalition Overview 
that would address the committee’s questions (see Attachment 3). He has also provided 
a Points of Engagement document that would help Lubricants Committee members 
discuss the Earth 911 overview within their companies. The Points of Engagement 
document is included as Attachment 4. 
 
The Earth 911 discussion concluded with a series of questions that need to be 
answered by the committee: 

 Do Lubricants Committee member companies want to pursue participation in the 
Used Motor Oil Coalition through API? 

 Would member companies support participation at the $5 million level estimated by 
Earth 911? 

 If not at the $5 million level, would members consider supporting the coalition at a 
lower level? 

 
ACTION: Lubricants Committee members should consider the questions above 
and be prepared to discuss them at a meeting planned for November 26 in 
Detroit. 
 
4. ISSUES BEFORE USED OIL TASK FORCE 
Dennis Bachelder reported that the Western States Petroleum Association (WSPA) 
expected California Assembly Bill 1195 (AB 1195) to be considered again during 
California’s Fall assembly session. To prepare for the resurrection of AB 1195, WSPA 
asked API to review a revised version of a proposed definition for “re-refined oil.” Dennis 
Bachelder explained the evolution of the re-refined oil definition (see Attachment 5), and 
after some discussion, members made, seconded, and approved a motion [12 for, 3 
abstain] to recommend the following definition: 
 

“Re-refined oil” means a lubricant base stock or base oil which has been derived 
from used oil and: 
a. Has been processed using a series of mechanical and/or chemical methods 

such as, but not limited to, vacuum distillation, followed by solvent refining or 
hydrotreating; 

b. Is capable of meeting the Physical and Compositional Properties, in addition 
to the Contaminants and Toxicological Properties, as defined under ASTM 
D6074; and 

c. Is such that processing has returned the material to a quality level suitable for 
use in a finished lubricant. 

 
Dennis Bachelder agreed to forward the revised definition to WSPA. 



 
ACTION: Dennis Bachelder will forward the revised definition for “re-refined oil” 
to WSPA for its consideration. 
 
5. EOLCS UPDATE 
Kevin Ferrick and David Smith updated the committee on EOLCS and its Aftermarket 
Audit Program (AMAP). Their presentation is included as Attachment 6. 
 
Much of the discussion centered on the auditing of bulk products. The 2006 AMAP data 
indicated that licensed bulk oil products have a higher nonconformance rate than 
licensed packaged products. This piece of information raised concerns within the 
committee and resulted in two action items listed below: 
 
ACTIONS: 

 API will increase the amount of bulk samples collected to 50% of the total 
number of oils sampled. 

 API will convene a task force to review issues related to bulk oil sampling. 
This task force is charged with the following: determining the amount of oil 
sold in bulk; reviewing the supply chain currently in place to deliver bulk; and 
learning the pitfalls of sampling bulk products from those familiar with the 
effort (API sampling contractors and others). 

 

Thom Smith, Lew Williams, Larry Kuntschik, Jim Newsom, Greg Raley, and Tom 
Olszewski volunteered to serve on the task force. 
 
6. BOI/VGRA UPDATE 
John Rosenbaum briefed the committee on the latest efforts of the BOI/VGRA Task 
Force. His presentation is included as Attachment 7. 
 
7. AGENDA ITEMS FOR NOVEMBER 27 ILSAC/OIL MEETING 
Kevin Ferrick shared a draft agenda for the November 27 ILSAC/Oil meeting (see 
Attachment 8). Members suggested that any discussion on the agenda be tabled until 
the November 6 Lubricants Committee business session. 
 
8. NEXT MEETING 
The Lubricants Committee tentatively set May 6 as the date for the next Lubricants 
Committee Standards meeting. 


