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History of Re-refined Oil Definition 

• API was asked to provide a definition of a re-
refined oil for AB 1195 

• The definition was drafted based on existing 
definitions. An initial straw man definition was 
modified by the Used Oil Taskforce and 
approved by the API Lubricants Committee. 

• Independently WSPA developed their own 
definition. This definition was eventually 
accepted as an alternative by the Lubricants 
Committee.  



WSPA Definition Re-refined Oil 

48619.5. "Re-refined oil" means used oil that meets all of 
the following conditions: 

 (a)  Has been refined using a series of mechanical 
and/or chemical processes such as, but not limited to, 
vacuum distillation, solvent refining, and/or hydrotreating 
to yield a base stock or base oil that is substantially free 
from materials introduced through aging, manufacturing, 
or previous use, and regarding its performance, is 
suitable for use in a finished lubricant product. Is capable 
of meeting the Physical and Compositional properties in 
addition to the Contaminants and Toxicological 
Properties as defined within ASTM D6074. 



API LC Re-refined Oil Definition 

48619.5. “Re-refined oil” means a lubricant base 
stock or base oil which has been derived from 
used oil and: 
a. Has been processed using a series of mechanical or 

chemical methods such as, but not limited to, 
vacuum distillation, solvent refining, and 
hydrotreating; 

b. Is capable of meeting the Physical and 
Compositional Properties, in addition to the 
Contaminants and Toxicological Properties, as 
defined under ASTM D6074; and 

c. Is such that processing has returned the material to 
a quality level suitable for use in a finished lubricant. 



Issues with Original Re-refined 

Oil Definition 
• The language “… Refined using a series of mechanical 

and chemical processes such as, but not limited to, 
vacuum distillation, solvent refining, and hydrotreating to 
yield ….” Is derived from an API definition for crude oil.   

• Some concern is that the phrasing  “mechanical and 
chemical processes such as, but not limited to, vacuum 
distillation, solvent refining, and hydrotreating” is not 
appropriate for re-refining of a Used Oil. May produce base 
stock not capable of meeting ASTM D 6074.  

• The proposed revision “processed using a series of 
mechanical and/or chemical methods such as, but not 
limited to, vacuum distillation, followed by solvent refining, 
and or hydrotreating;” is an effort to promote higher quality 
re-refined base stocks meeting ASTM D 6074. 



Issues with Original Re-refined 

Oil Definition 
 

• Change is consistent with other definitions of re-refined 
base stocks. (Australia & New Zealand) which list the 
same processes as linked together to produce quality 
base stocks.  

• Discussions with members of the BOI/VGRA Task Force 
who are familiar with base oil refining supports a slightly 
greater restriction: “distillation followed by hydrotreating”.  

• The revised wording does not limit innovation or other re-
refining methods. Other processes are a possibility 
because the terminology does not limit the re-refining 
process. It specifically says “…..such as, but not 
limited to …”  



Revised LC Re-refined Definition 

48619.5. “Re-refined oil” means a lubricant base 
stock or base oil which has been derived from 
used oil  and: 
a. Has been processed using a series of mechanical 

and/or chemical methods such as, but not limited to, 
vacuum distillation, followed by solvent refining, and 
or hydrotreating; 

b. Is capable of meeting the Physical and 
Compositional Properties, in addition to the 
Contaminants and Toxicological Properties, as 
defined under ASTM D6074; and 

c. Is such that processing has returned the material to a 
quality level suitable for use in a finished lubricant. 



Used Oil Task Force Thoughts 

• Shell 
– .. it seems someone behind this proposed modification is trying 

to make it more restrictive in the technologies that can be used 
to meet it … .  In my opinion, the technology doesn't matter as 
much as the product's ability to meet the second and third of the 
three criteria. 

– … urge that we retain as much flexibility as reasonably possible 
to account for possible modifications and improvements in 
technologies, and in the way certain technologies are applied in 
succession.  Although the suggested revision may move the 
proposed definition closer to the technology that is, or might be, 
used to re-refine oil today, it may not be well suited to future 
technologies. 

– Given the flexibility in the (current) definition that we all 
recognize is there due to the "such as, but not limited to" 
wording, I agree this difference of opinion may be of little 
consequence. 

 



Used Oil Task Force Thoughts 

• Chevron 
– Chevron can not support this more restrictive definition without 

better justification.  It is not clear what leverage can be achieved 

by restricting the earlier version.  Use of "but not limited to" 

allows flexibility by including the proposed version.  In 

comparison the proposed version seems unnecessary. 



Used Oil Task Force Thoughts 

• Lubrizol 
– I don’t see a material change; it does not appear to me to justify 

any change in our position. 

• Safety-Kleen 

– Looks good to us  



 

 

Should the Re-refined Oil Definition be 

Modified? 


