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June 1, 2007 
 
Kevin Ferrick 
American Petroleum Institute 
1220 L Street, NW 
Washington, DC 
20005-4070 
 
Dear Kevin,   
 
I am responding to your request regarding the API ballot on changes to the testing requirements 
for the licensing of universal oils.  ILSAC acknowledges that the testing requirement changes for 
universal oils has been scaled back from what had been proposed in an ACC presentation at 
the December 5, 2006 Passenger Car Engine Oil Classification Panel (PCEOCP) meeting held 
as part of the ASTM D02 meetings in Orlando, however ILSAC’s position remains consistent 
with that provided in our earlier communication.  ILSAC would prefer that universal oils not be 
licensed by API, unless the Starburst requirements are met for those oils. 
 
The revised plan being balloted by API has three tests eliminated from the requirements for 
universal oils.  Although not all gasoline engine tests have been eliminated from the 
requirements for universal oils under the new proposal, ILSAC continues to have great concern 
over the entire concept of universal oils.    Universal oil requirements, for all viscosity grades, 
eliminate the limits on Phosphorus level. ILSAC has been striving for reduced Phosphorus 
levels for several categories, and API through the licensing of universal oils negates any 
progress in catalyst compatibility ILSAC and ILSAC-Oil have been able to attain.   
 
Included in Attachment 1 of the API ballot was a very pertinent piece of information stating that 
“….these oils have been formulated primarily for diesel engines and may not provide all 
of the performance requirements consistent with vehicle manufacturers’ 
recommendations for gasoline-fueled engines” (footnote d in Tables G-3 and G-4).  Based 
on this statement it is apparent to ILSAC that the continued licensing by API of universal oils 
promotes the use of oils not meeting OEM/engine manufacturer requirements for gasoline 
engines.  Does the above statement from footnote d actually appear on the oil containers 
delivered to fleet operators?  ILSAC believes that operators of fleets containing both heavy-duty 
diesel vehicles and light-duty gasoline vehicles should only be using oils meeting Starburst 
requirements for their light-duty gasoline engines. Starburst oils have been the recommended 
oils for light-duty vehicles for about 15 years, and it is unlikely that a fleet operator is using light-
duty gasoline vehicles more than 15 years old.  
 



 
Even under the revised universal oils testing requirements being balloted by API, ILSAC 
member companies believe that the marketing of universal oils that do not meet Starburst 
requirements is a disservice to our customers.     
 
ILSAC believes that the best approach is to eliminate universal oils completely. If the primary 
goal of the proposed changes is to eliminate test costs, not including any “S” category after a 
“C” category would eliminate all test costs for the gasoline engine requirements. Absent 
elimination of universal oils, ILSAC believes that universal oils should be required to undergo 
Starburst qualification. 
 
Please contact me if you have any questions. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jim Linden, Chair 
ILSAC 
 


