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1. OPENING AND INTRODUCTIONS 

API Lubricants Committee Chair West Alexander called the Lubricants Committee 
Standards meeting to order and asked participants to sign the meeting roster (see 
Attachment 1). He also announced that Jim Newsom (Shell) has agreed to serve as 
the new Lubricants Committee Vice Chair. 
 
A motion to approve the minutes from the June 3, 2004, Lubricants Committee 
meeting was made and seconded, and the members approved the minutes as 
written. 

 
2. HEAVY DUTY ISSUES 

PC-10 New Category Development Team (NCDT) Chair Bill Runkle (Valvoline) 
briefed the committee on PC-10 developments (see Attachment 2). Much of the 
briefing dealt with the estimates of when the PC-10 tests would be ready for matrix 
testing. Lubrizol provided a best guess timeline for PC-10 (see Attachment 3) 
estimating that the Caterpillar C13 matrix must begin by April 1 to allow for the 
planned 6-month product demonstration and 9-month product testing periods. 
 
The members of the Lubricants Committee concluded the discussion on the PC-10 
timeline by agreeing to the following resolutions: 
 
 The test developers should be working toward an on-time matrix start. 
 If the C13 (or any of the other PC-10 tests) is delayed, the Lubricants Committee 

wants to wait for the test and its matrix to be complete before moving forward 
with approval of the category. 

 If the C13 cannot be delivered on-time, EMA will need to request a delay in first 
licensing of PC-10 oils. 

 
3. ILSAC/OIL ENHANCEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS 

West Alexander summarized the comments and suggestions on the ILSAC/Oil 
process offered by ILSAC during the morning’s AGP meeting: 
 
 ILSAC believes the ILSAC and S category specifications should not diverge. 
 If the specifications cannot be the same, then the ILSAC and S category 

specifications should be developed simultaneously. 
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 ILSAC/Oil should establish a task force that would oversee the specification-
setting timeline. 

 ILSAC/Oil representatives should guide the development of both the ILSAC and 
S category specifications. 

 ILSAC/Oil should focus on minimizing customer confusion. 
 ASTM’s involvement should be better defined for GF-5. 
 Representatives from the Automotive Oil Change Association (AOCA) should be 

invited to participate in the ILSAC/Oil meetings. 
 
The AGP also discussed the possibility of amending the ILSAC/Oil voting structure. 
Panel members preferred to maintain the current API 1509 Appendix C voting 
structure, but API reserved the right to reconsider how it would handle its half of the 
ILSAC/Oil vote. 
 
The AGP also discussed the status of API SJ and SL. The Lubricants Committee 
continues to review the status of SJ, but much depends on whether a company can 
still run the tests necessary to prove SJ performance. API will review the status of 
the current SJ tests and bring the information forward to the Lubricants Committee 
for its consideration. 
 

ACTION: API will review the status of the current SJ tests and bring the 
information forward to the Lubricants Committee. 

 
Following the summary, Lubricants Committee members held their own discussion 
on ILSAC/Oil voting. Some suggested replacing the Lubricants Committee’s current 
two oil marketer/one ACC voting system with a two oil marketer/two ACC vote, but 
the suggestion did not receive much support. The discussion closed with a 
resolution to consider possible alternatives to the voting structure in a conference 
call in December. Thom Smith and Harji Gill agreed to review the current structure in 
advance of the December conference call. 
 

ACTION: Thom Smith and Harji Gill will review the Lubricants Committee’s 
current ILSAC/Oil voting structure and discuss alternatives in a committee 
conference call in December. 

 
Doug Deckman followed the discussion on ILSAC/Oil voting with a proposal to 
change the ASTM Passenger Car Engine Oil Classification Panel (PCEOCP) voting 
structure (see Attachment 4). Committee members agreed that this proposal as well 
as any others submitted could be considered during the December conference call. 
Members noted that the call should occur in advance of the ASTM winter meeting. 
 

ACTION: Kevin Ferrick will arrange for a Lubricants Committee conference call in 
early December on ILSAC/Oil and PCEOCP voting structures. 

 
4. ILSAC/OIL REPRESENTATIVES FOR GF-5 
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Bob Olree (General Motors) will continue to chair the ILSAC/Oil Committee, and 
ILSAC will again be represented by Tracey King (DaimlerChrysler), Charlie 
Sherwood (Ford), and Hannah Murray (Toyota). Robert Stockwell (General Motors) 
will serve as alternate. 
 
API has several nominees for the oil-side representatives to the ILSAC/Oil 
Committee and will select them by letter ballot in early 2005. 

 
5. BOI/VGRA UPDATE 

BOI/VGRA Task Force Chair Barry Deane updated the committee on the results of 
the July 30, 2004, Lubricants Committee ballot. The ballot summary is included as 
Attachment 5. Items 1, 2, and 6 passed; one disapprove on item 3 and comments on 
items 4 and 5 were discussed and resolved as follows: 
 
 Ballot item 3 disapprove: The Lubricants Committee ruled the disapprove 

persuasive and asked the BOI/VGRA Task Force to resolve the issue at its next 
meeting. If Task Force members agree on a resolution, item 3 could then be re-
balloted to the Lubricants Committee. 

 Ballot item 4: Infineum withdrew its comments after API made editorial 
corrections to the table. Afton’s comments were accepted as editorial changes. 

 Ballot item 5: Afton’s comments were accepted as editorial changes. 
 
Barry Deane also briefed the committee on items before the BOI/VGRA Task Force. 
His presentation is included as Attachment 6. Efforts in the Task Force are expected 
to include the development of guidelines for proposed PC-10 tests. Barry Deane 
shared summary data supplied by Mack in support of BOI and VGRA guidelines for 
the Mack T-12. Lubricants Committee members found the information encouraging 
and hoped more would be forthcoming. 
 
Barry Deane closed his briefing by summarizing comments on a variety of 
BOI/VGRA issues that he has received from Task Force members. No specific 
actions resulted from these comments. 

 
5.6. EOLCS UPDATE (Licensee and Service Category Information) 

Kevin Ferrick provided an update on EOLCS licensees and service category 
information (see Attachment 7). 
 

7. AOCA LETTER REGARDING SEQUENCE VIB 
The Lubricants Committee reviewed AOCA’s letter regarding recent test failures in 
the Sequence VIB and ASTM’s response to the letter (see Attachments 8 and 9). 
Members agreed API should respond to the letter. API agreed to draft the letter and 
share it with the committee before sending it to AOCA. 
 

ACTION: API will draft a response to the AOCA letter and circulate it for review by 
the Lubricants Committee.  
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8. NEW BUSINESS 
Some committee members questioned whether API should continue licensing SJ. 
Tracey King from DaimlerChrysler reminded the committee that her company only 
recommends Starburst oils and oils meeting ACEA specifications if no Starburst oils 
are available. Mike McMillan from GM added that automakers no longer recommend 
SJ oils but might recommend SL oils in areas outside North America and Japan. 
Ford only recommends Starburst oils and oils meeting SG+ if Starburst oils are not 
available. 
 
Committee members decided that more information on the use of SJ outside North 
America would be useful. API agreed to ask SAE Asia for information on SJ’s use in 
Asia. 
 

ACTION: API will ask SAE Asia for information on SJ’s use in Asia. 
 
8.9. ADJOURNMENT 
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