
Clarifications for Lubricants Committee ILSAC GF-4 and API SM Ballot 
 
BALLOT ITEM CLARIFICATION 
Ballot Item 3:  Approve API Service SM as 
detailed in the attached Appendix G, Table G-4, 
as an API service category that may be licensed 
for use in the upper portion of the API Service 
Symbol. 

In Table G-4, the minimum phosphorus limit for 
the “All Others” viscosity grades should have 
been shown as “To Be Determined” rather than 
“NR” since this will be determined by the 
outcome of Ballot Items 12 and 13.  

  
Ballot Item 4:  Approve the description of API 
Service SM as shown in paragraph 2.3.2.1. 

The last sentence of paragraph 2.3.2.1 should be 
modified as follows:  Before the July 31, 2004, 
introduction date, oil marketers may license API 
SM oils as API SL all previous licensable API S 
categories. 

  
Ballot Item 8:  Adopt the catalyst compatibility 
limits in the ILSAC GF-4 minimum performance 
standard as the basis for issuance of a license to 
display some type of emission system protection 
designation in the lower portion of the API 
Service Symbol in conjunction with API Service 
SM in the upper portion. 

The Figure 3 shown in Attachment 2 to the ballot 
would be in addition to and not a replacement for 
the current Figure 2 in API 1509.  Licensees 
would be allowed to use either the old Figure 2 or 
the new Figure 3. This is explained in paragraph 
2.1.1 of Attachment 1 to the ballot as follows: 
 
2.1.1 API licenses two types of Marks: the API 
Certification Mark “Starburst” and the API 
Service Symbol “Donut.” Certain oils may meet 
the technical and licensing requirements of both. 
Oils may also be licensed to display two 
designations within the API Service Symbol: 
“Energy Conserving” (see 2.3.2.4.2) and 
“Emissions System Protection” [or the final 
agreed-upon language (see 2.3.2.5)]. If properly 
licensed, these engine oils may be labeled with 
either or both API Marks and either or both 
designations. Examples of these two types of 
Marks and the two designations within the API 
Service Symbol are shown in Figures 1, 2, and 3. 

  
Ballot Item 14:  Allow oil marketers to license 
ILSAC GF-4 and/or API SM products as ILSAC 
GF-3 and/or API SL beginning April 15, 2004.  
Language granting this provision has been 
inserted into paragraphs 2.2.2 and 2.3.2.1. 

For clarity, separate the ballot item into two 
sentences as follows:  Allow oil marketers to 
license ILSAC GF-4 products as ILSAC GF-3 
and/or API SL beginning April 15, 2004.   Allow 
oil marketers to license API SM products as API 
SL beginning April 15, 2004. 

 


