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1. CALL PARTICIPANTS 

Fran Lockwood (Valvoline); Lowell Norris and Doug Deckman (ExxonMobil); Kirk 
McNaughton (Safety-Kleen); Barbara Dennis (Castrol); Joan Evans, Steve Haffner, and 
Gordon Farnsworth (Infineum); Glenn Mazzamaro (Ciba); Thom Smith (Valvoline); Cliff 
Venier, Greg Raley, and Jim Newsom (Shell); Phil On, Tom Cousineau, and George Barth 
(Ethyl); Paul Taylor (Motiva); Lew Williams (Lubrizol); Harji Gill (Pinnacle); Steve Tarbox 
(ConocoPhillips); West Alexander (ChevronTexaco); Jim Taglia (ILMA Liaison); Jim 
Williams, Doug Morris, and Kevin Ferrick (API). 

 
2. PURPOSE 

The API Lubricants Committee met by conference call to address issues related to the 
ILSAC GF-4 compromise proposal presented at the June 26 ILSAC/Oil Meeting in Detroit. 
Committee members participated in the call in lieu of a face-to-face meeting originally 
planned for Houston. Hurricane Claudette’s threat to the Houston area forced the committee 
leadership to cancel the face-to-face meeting. The conference call followed the original 
meeting agenda (see Attachment 1). 

 
3. OPENING AND INTRODUCTIONS 

The conference call system announced the call participants. Harji Gill moved and Lew 
Williams seconded the motion to approve the minutes from the May 5, 2003, Lubricants 
Committee Business Meeting. The motion passed without comment. 

 
4. REVIEW OF ILSAC COMPROMISE PROPOSAL 

Thom Smith shared with the committee a presentation comparing the ILSAC GF-4 
compromise proposal (see Attachment 2) to current API and ACC positions. Committee 
members generally agreed with the comparison, offering comments where needed. For 
example, during the discussion on the slide “Minimum P Limit Conditions,” members noted 
that the JASO chain wear test being developed for GF-5 should also become an ASTM test. 

 
5. REVIEW OF PROPOSED LIMITS AND PRIOR GUIDANCE FOR OIL MARKETER 

REPRESENTATIVES TO ILSAC/OIL 
Glenn Mazzamaro followed with an ACC presentation on ILSAC GF-4 Sequence IIIG 
registration (see Attachment 3). Much of the discussion on this presentation centered on the 
data that indicated there was variability in the IIIG related to oil consumption. Lew Williams 
provided additional data to support this variability (see Attachment 4). Participants also 
briefly discussed the other outstanding issues: phosphorus minimum, sulfur maximum, and 
WPD vs FEI. However, issues associated with the IIIG variability were more critical. 
Members also recommended more data be developed on the performance of Group I base 
stocks in the IIIG. 

To resolve the issue of IIIG variability, committee members recommended that Cliff 
Venier and appropriate ACC representatives share the ACC data on the IIIG with the test’s 
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sponsor. Cliff Venier agreed to arrange for a meeting with General Motors in advance of the 
July 30 ILSAC/Oil Meeting. ACC agreed to provide representatives. 

Committee members also discussed a possible API Oil Marketer response to the ILSAC 
GF-4 compromise proposal. Lowell Norris briefed the committee on the ExxonMobil position 
(see Attachment 5), and others weighed in with their own company positions. All expressed 
concerns about the IIIG situation and could not give firm answers until the variability issue is 
resolved. However, when asked if their companies would accept the ILSAC compromise 
proposal limits contingent on an acceptable resolution of the IIIG issue, six oil marketers 
(ChevronTexaco, Shell, ConocoPhillips, Pinnacle, Safety-Kleen, and Motiva) said they could 
accept the proposal, and three (Valvoline, ExxonMobil, and Castrol) said they could not. 
ExxonMobil, Valvoline, and Castrol believe the oil marketers need to negotiate a relaxation 
of the 0W-30 and 5W-30 Sequence VIB fuel economy improvement (FEI) requirement (the 
5W-30 grade was of more concern). These members added that the 3.5 WPD requirement 
would be more acceptable if ILSAC agreed to 0.2 FEI for 0W-30 and 5W-30 oils. 

 
ACTION: Cliff Venier and ACC will share the ACC data on the Sequence IIIG with General 
Motors in advance of the July 30 ILSAC/Oil Meeting.  Guidance for the meeting will be as 
follows: 
 

 Be positive.  Express appreciation for the ILSAC package proposal, but state that, 
at this time, we cannot accept it in total. 

 Must resolve/deal with IIIG variability associated with % viscosity increase and 
used oil MRV. 

 Express concern of some oil marketers about the technical feasibility of the 
proposed 0.3 FEI requirement for the 5W-30 viscosity grade. 

 
6. NEXT BUSINESS MEETING 

Another business session conference call may be necessary before the July 30 ILSAC/Oil 
meeting. 


