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Fran Lockwood, Chair 

West Alexander, Vice Chair 
 
1. OPENING AND INTRODUCTIONS 

Chair Fran Lockwood (Valvoline) called the meeting to order at 8:30 am. 
 
Registration of Attendees: Fran Lockwood asked participants to introduce themselves and 
sign the meeting attendance sheet (included under Attachment 1). 
 
Approval of Meeting Minutes: Members approved the minutes from the November 11, 2002 
Lubricants Committee Standards Meeting. 
 
Changes in Membership Since Last Meeting: Ron Kollman announced that he is retiring 
from Ethyl and will be succeeded on the committee by Philip On. 

 
2. PASSENGER CAR ENGINE OILS  

Update on ILSAC/Oil GF-4 Developments: Cliff Venier (Shell) provided an update on the 
ILSAC/Oil Committee’s efforts to develop GF-4 (see Attachment 2). Several highlights are 
worth noting: ILSAC/Oil has adopted a Needs Statement for GF-4; the test labs must 
address differences in lab-to-lab severity and a recent problem with filter plugging before 
IIIG matrix testing can begin; all parties have agreed to sign the GF-4 Matrix Testing MOA; 
and issues like limits on phosphorus and sulfur and engine tests remain to be resolved. 
ILSAC/Oil will also consider the issue of fuel economy vs. deposit control at its meeting on 
April 15. Cliff Venier reminded the Lubricants Committee that ILSAC/Oil has asked 
participants in the category development process to bring forward data on this issue. 
 
Cliff Venier also reported that the GF-4 timeline has not changed since the February 
ILSAC/Oil meeting in San Antonio (see Attachment 3). Reference oils are currently being 
blended and distributed to the test labs. All will be in place by April 15. The ASTM IIIG 
Surveillance Panel will meet the week of April 15 to determine when matrix testing can 
begin. Cliff Venier noted that the Test Monitoring Center will require no more than 10 days to 
perform a statistical analysis of the matrix test results and prepare the written report. 
 
Discuss Plans for Next API S Category (PS-07): Lubricants Committee members discussed 
the letter from ASTM D02.B asking if API intended to pursue development of the next S 
category (see Attachment 4). The discussion revolved around whether ASTM should begin 
work on a new “S” category based on the ILSAC GF-4 definitions. After some discussion, 
members agreed that the ASTM Passenger Car Engine Oil Classification Panel (PCEOCP) 
should pursue a new “S” category and Energy Conserving definition contingent on what 
happens with GF-4. The ASTM PCEOCP’s primary role will be to revise ASTM D 4485 to 
incorporate API “PS-07” based on API Lubricants Committee identified 
deviations/exceptions from ILSAC GF-4. The API Lubricants Committee plans to identify 



these exceptions when ISLAC GF-4 is more fully developed. PCEOCP Chair Frank 
Fernandez (Oronite) reminded the committee that the ASTM approval process would make 
it difficult for the PCEOCP to completely incorporate the new “S” category and Energy 
Conserving definition within the timeframe set for ILSAC GF-4. 
 

ACTION: API will prepare and send a letter informing ASTM that the API Lubricants 
Committee plans to implement a companion API “S” category for ILSAC GF-4. 
 

Members also discussed whether ILSAC oils are adequately defined in API 1509. Most 
agreed that an ILSAC oil is not necessarily viscosity grade dependent but is one that meets 
the requirements of the most recent ILSAC specification and is licensed to display the API 
Certification Mark Starburst. Accordingly, members suggested that “ILSAC-performance” be 
used to describe these oils instead of “ILSAC viscosity grade.” 

 
3. MARCH 13, 2003 AGP MEETING UPDATE 

Fran Lockwood summarized the discussions held at the March 13 AGP meeting in Detroit 
(see Attachment 5). Rick Klein (Oronite), invited to attend the AGP meeting on behalf of 
ACC, agreed to raise the Panel’s concerns about ACC Code Bulletin C-24 at the next 
Petroleum Additives Panel Task Group meeting. The AGP recommended that ACC gain 
stakeholder consensus on any proposed changes to the ACC Code before finalization of the 
changes. 
 
GF-4 Matrix Funding Chair Lowell Norris took a moment to thank the ACC for agreeing to 
sign the GF-4 Matrix Funding MOA without emendation. 
 
Fran Lockwood added that the AGP discussed the issue of phosphorus content in non-
ILSAC oils. She responded to the AGP that most oils in the US and Canada, where 
emissions control system degradation is of concern, meet the ILSAC phosphorus limit. Oils 
with higher phosphorus limits were mostly ex-US and Canada. 

 
4. ASTM D 4485 ISSUES  

Withdrawal of Test Methods no Longer in Service: ASTM D02.B Chair Tom Franklin notified 
the API Lubricants Committee that Sequences IID, IIIE, and VE will be balloted for 
withdrawal from the ASTM Book of Standards (see Attachment 6). In a presentation to the 
committee (see Attachment 7), Tom Franklin noted that ASTM D 4485 lists alternatives for 
the three tests. However, there is no alternative for the VE requirement for API SL oils with 
less than 0.08% phosphorus. To remedy this shortcoming, D02.B has proposed adding the 
following language to D 4485: 
 

“Monitoring of this test method was discontinued June 20, 2001. Valid test results 
shall predate the end of the last calibration period for the test stand in which this 
test method was conducted.” 

 
Committee members did not object to this proposed remedy. 
 
H&M Bench Test Developments: Tom Franklin also briefed the committee on the status of 
the H&M test method being balloted for inclusion in the ASTM Book of Standards (ASTM 
D02.B letter under Attachment 8). This new H&M method will replace Federal Test Method 
791C currently required for API Service Categories SH, SJ, and SL. After learning that drafts 
of the method have already been approved by ASTM and the only outstanding issues are 
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considered editorial, the Lubricants Committee recommended that API lift the Provisional 
Licensing provision declared in September 2002. 
 

ACTION: API will notify licensees that Provisional Licensing for oils requiring an H&M 
test (Federal Test Method 791C) is no longer in effect. Licensees that need to run H&M 
tests will have 6 months from the date of API notification to run the new ASTM test. 

 
5. BOI/VGRA TASK FORCE  

Recommendations on Comments/Issues Resulting from Recent LC Ballot: BOI/VGRA Chair 
Cliff Venier reviewed the results of the January 24, 2003, Lubricants Committee ballot. The 
votes and comments received are summarized under Attachment 9. The BOI/VGRA Task 
Force addressed each of the comments and resolved them as noted in the presentation 
under Attachment 10. All of the ballot items passed and will be incorporated into API 1509 
and Appendices E and F. Changes are effective February 25, 2003. 
 
Other Task Force Activities: Three items of business are being considered by the Task 
Force: BOI/VGRA is encouraging ASTM to develop a replacement for ASTM D 2007; the 
Group has issued a call for data to support Group III BOI; and BOI/VGRA is monitoring work 
within ATIEL to develop a new base oil group for PIO’s. 
  

6. HEAVY DUTY ENGINE OILS 
DEOAP Report: Diesel Engine Oil Advisory Panel (DEOAP) Co-Chair Steve Kennedy 
briefed the committee on recent activities within the DEOAP (presentation included under 
Attachment 11). EMA has reported that its members have encountered deficiencies in three 
areas of performance in CI-4 oils: shear stability, soot-related viscosity control, and piston 
deposits. Some members questioned whether EMA might ask API to consider developing a 
new category to address these deficiencies, but Steve Kennedy reported that no formal 
plans are in place to make such a request. 
 
Steve Kennedy also proposed changes to Appendix D of API 1509 to accommodate 
concerns EMA has with the current diesel engine oil category development process. The 
proposed changes are included in Attachment 11. Committee members are asked to review 
the proposal and forward any comments to API staff. Steve Kennedy hopes to ballot the 
revisions to the Lubricants Committee after the May meeting. 
 

ACTION: Lubricants Committee members will review the proposed changes to Appendix 
D of API 1509 and forward any comments to API staff by April 25, 2003. 

 
PC-10: PC-10 New Category Evaluation Team (NCET) Chair Bill Runkle summarized the 
efforts of the PC-10 NCET (see Attachment 12) and concluded with a request to upgrade 
the Team to a New Category Development Team (NCDT). The committee seconded and 
unanimously approved [11-0-0] a motion to upgrade the PC-10 NCET to an NCDT. 
 
Steve Kennedy announced that he had agreed to chair the PC-10 Matrix Funding Group 
and would convene a meeting of the Group in the near future.  

 
7. NEW STANDARDS BUSINESS 

None reported. 
 
8. NEXT STANDARDS MEETING 

The next meeting is scheduled for 1:00 to 5:00 pm on May 8, 2003, in Orlando, FL. 
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